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FORMER PRISON GUARD SENTENCED TO 
14 YEARS IN FEDERAL PRISON 

SACRAMENTO--United States Attorney McGregor W. Scott announced today that Neil 
Leash, 48, of San Andreas, California, was sentenced today by United States District Judge 
Frank C. Damrell to 168 months in federal prison. The defendant pleaded guilty last December 
in federal court to 11 counts charging him with the production of images depicting minors 
engaged in sexually explicit conduct, and with one count of possessing images depicting minors 
engaged in sexually explicit conduct. The indictment charged that between 1991 and 1999, 
Leash, as a parent of two minors, knowingly permitted them to engage in sexually explicit 
conduct for the purpose of producing visual depictions of such conduct. 

This case was the product of a joint investigation by the Calaveras County Sheriff’s and 
District Attorney’s Offices, the Federal Bureau of Investigations, and the Sacramento Valley 
High Tech Crimes Task Force. 

According to Assistant United States Attorney Laurel White, who prosecuted the case, in 
sentencing the defendant, Judge Damrell told Leash that when he engaged in sexual conduct 
with the minors, he had in effect committed them to a lifetime of suffering. 

Leash was a correctional officer with the California Department of Corrections up to the 
time of his September 2002 arrest on state charges which alleged he committed lewd and 
lascivious acts with minors. Leash has already pleaded guilty in Calaveras County to those state 
charges and awaits sentencing. He will serve his federal sentence prior to commencing his time 
in state prison. 

A copy of this news release is available at http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/cae/home, select 
Press Releases. 
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